A petition of:
CONCERNED RESIDENTS OF NEW JERSEY FOR RELIABILITY OF ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS WITH LIMITATIONS ON OPEN TRANSMISSION LINE CORRIDORS FOR 69kV TRANSMISSION LINES

Addressed to:
The Honorable Jon S. Corzine, Governor of the State of New Jersey



Jeanne M. Fox, President, and the Commissioners of the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities

We the undersigned would like to bring your attention to the following objection, with recommendations:

We oppose the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“NJBPU”) proposed Readoption with Amendments of  New Jersey Administrative Code Title 14 - Board of Public Utilities, Chapter 5 - Electric Service Rules, Subchapter 9 - Vegetation Management, as published in the New Jersey Public Register on September 4, 2007.  We oppose proposed Readoption of N.J.A.C. Title 14, Chapter 5, specifically with regard to the transmission line vegetation management requirements, and, in particular, the definition of what constitutes an electric transmission line critical to electric reliability and mandated vegetation clearances both directly below and within the border zones of the transmission line rights-of-way.
While we understand and agree with the need for reliability of the electricity transmission systems within the State of New Jersey and the country as a whole, we believe the NJPBU is over-reaching in its desire to do so.  Within the State, the NJBPU has designated all electric transmission lines of 69kV and above as critical to electric reliability.  Overall, this mandates general clear-cutting by the local utility companies or their subcontractors of all vegetation having a potential to mature to a height of 15’ or greater within the electric transmission line rights-of-way thereby creating electric transmission line corridors.
Contrarily, it appears under North American Energy Reliability Council (“NERC”) Standard FAC-003-1 (Transmission Vegetation Management Program), that NERC merely requires development of vegetation management plans and allows the utilities to determine what constitutes safe practices with regard to reliability based on industry-wide ANSI/IEEE standards.  In fact, NERC has left it to the Regional Reliability Councils (“RRCs”) to determine which, if any, of the electric transmission lines with voltages of less than 200kV within their territories are deemed critical to electric reliability.
Regrettably, many of the 69kV transmission lines in this State run through residential properties.  For many decades, the Public Utilities or their subcontractors have worked with New Jersey property owners to retain as much of the vegetation as reasonably possible and routinely practiced vegetation management under these low-level transmission lines at what they deemed appropriately safe clearances.  
The NJBPU proposed vegetation management requirement severely and negatively impacts the residents of this State at a time when many have recognized the need for sound and prudent practices in the area of environmental conservation, global warming and the like.  Additionally, this broad requirement does not take into account specific negative environmental impacts it might be contributing to or creating on individual’s properties (i.e., flooding, run-off, pollution, etc.) as a result of clear-cutting their vegetation.  Further, as a result of this requirement, numerous residential properties will be impacted aesthetically, which substantially reduces property values for many homeowners.
To Governor Corzine:  We strongly urge New Jersey to take necessary action in adoption of an Electric Service Transmission Line Vegetation Management Program for New Jersey which more closely mirrors the Transmission Vegetation Management Program under Standard FAC-003-1 as adopted by the North American Energy Reliability Council Board of Trustees on February 7, 2006 and effective April 7, 2006.  Further, we urge you to oppose and/or rescind the proposed Readoption with Amendments of N.J.A.C. Title 14, Chapter 5 and remand this matter to Jeanne Fox at the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities for further deliberation.

To Ms. Fox and the NJBPU Commissioners:  We strongly urge you and the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to review the implications of the proposed Vegetation Management requirements, postpone NJBPU Board Commission approval of the Readoption with Amendments to N.J.A.C. Title 14, Chapter 5, reconsider what is deemed an electric service transmission line critical to electric reliability within this State, and develop electric transmission line vegetation management practices more in balance with the needs of the communities within the State of New Jersey.  Further, we urge you to take necessary action in adoption of a Transmission Line Vegetation Management Program for New Jersey which more closely mirrors the Transmission Vegetation Management Program under Standard FAC-003-1 as adopted by the North American Energy Reliability Council Board of Trustees on February 7, 2006 and effective April 7, 2006.
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