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July 22, 2009

RE: Vegetation Management Rule Amendments

To: New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Revised Comments on:

Proposed Amendments to the Electric Service Rules - 

Electric Utility Line Vegetation Management

N.J.A.C. 14:5-9.2 and 9.6 

Published in NJ Register,, May 18, 2009

First we would like to thank the BPU commissioners and staff for the time and effort spent in revising the rules, including visits to sites with cutting in progress and public hearings.  Following are some questions and comments on the Proposed Amendments.

On page 5 under "Federal Standards Statement" it states:

"These proposed amendments do not exceed the NERC (North American Electric Reliability Corp.) standard, and in fact they incorporate the NERC standard by reference. In addition, the proposed requirement that the EDCs apply integrated vege-tation management (IVM) in the border zone is consistent with the NERC standard, which also requires IVM. Although the NERC FAC-003-2 does not have a specific agriculture exemption, it states that "Where the line is less than 50 feet off the ground, managers could apply a full wire-border zone prescription." This requirement, when ap-plied, will have results that are consistent with the special provisions for agriculture in the proposed amendments."

 Where does the Federal Document refer to integrated vegetation management (IVM)?

"At a minimum" was added to Section 14:5-9.6 (b), which now says:

"At a minimum, each EDC shall meet the requirements for minimum clearances between any transmission line and the closest vegetation [beneath it] which are set forth in the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) FAC-003, which is incorporated herein by reference and is available at www.nerc.com."

So, it does exceed the NERC standard since there is no upper limit on what can be cut.

Where does FAC-003-2 refer to lines less than 50 feet off the ground and 

Where is the statement above "managers could apply a full wire-border zone prescription," reflected in the rules?

We propose the following addition between 14:5-9.6 (b) and (c) 

"Property owners will be notified of any trees to be cut that are (at maturity)  more than twice  the minimum distance as specified in  IEEE Standard 516-2003 They will have the option of requesting a hearing to determine the need to exceed twice the minimum clearance.

This is consistent with the EDC practices prior to 2007 .

Note: To get technical you need to compute wire sag and sway of the conductor and distance to the nearest limb/foliage. A general guideline something like the following would be easier to administer, allowing EDCs to cut trees with up to five times the minimum clearance without notification:

Provide property owner notification of intention to cut trees.

	Distance from the edge of the wire zone.
	Height at maturity

	1-20 ft
	< 20 ft.

	21-40 ft
	< 30 ft

	> 41 ft
	< 40 ft
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This is consistent with guidelines from North American Electric Reliability Corp. FAC-003-2 below.

FAC-003-2 Technical White Paper – Oct 22, 2008
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Figure 1 from:

 www.nerc.com/docs/standards/sar/FAC-003-2_Technical_White_Paper_2008Oct22.pdf
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